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CONGREGATION SHA’AR Sa. ra ¢ ANT AWe) 


290 Dolores Street, San Francisco, CA 94103- 2262 W 


Yom HaShoah Observance Commemorates: — “QUEERIFIC” 2001 
The 60th Anniversary of Babi Yar San Francisco Pride Parade 


Thursday, April 19, 7 pm at Congregation Emanu-El Sunday June 24th 


This year the annual Yom HaShoah, or Holocaust Remembrance Day, Guess how high Joe Hample’s wedding 
observance and memorial service will focus on commemorating the 60th pumps are in this 1999 Pride Parade 
anniversary of the massacre at the Babi Yar Ravine. With the assistance of | photo and wina co-chair position on this 
Russian and Ukrainian collaborators, Nazi Germans killed 33,751 Jews at _—year’s Pride Parade planning committee! 
the Babi Yar Ravine in Kiev during September 29-30, 1941. This program __ Tell us whose tuxedo Greer Hauptman 
will feature young and older Russian emigres from the Kiev area. is wearing and who hemmed it for her, 


The community gathering is free and open to the public. The location is and VO second co-chair ee 
tion. If you can’t guess, simply call 


wheelchair accessible and listening assistance devices are available. The pro- : ; 

gram is co-sponsored by the Jewish Community Relations Council and the a eens 
Holocaust Center of Northern California, beneficiaries of the San Francisco 
Jewish Community Federation, in cooperation with Congregation Emanu-El. 
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the committee. We need your ideas and 
energy!!! If you are unable to plan with 
us, don’t forget to march with CSZ to 
For more information please contact Abby Porth (415/ 957-1551) or the Hol- _help make this the most “QUEERIFIC.” 
ocaust Center of Northern California (415/ 751-6040). contingent yet. 


Preparing For Passover at CSZ 


April 1, 1:30-5:30 pm 


) 1:30-3:30 pm The Haroset Questions: 
Gastronomical and Spiritual 


Participants will discuss and prepare all types of haro- 
set recipes — from New York-style to Italian, from Ash- 
kenazic to Bucharan. 


With CSZ member Prudence Carter 
$5 member / $10 non-member 
Pre-registration is required 


3:30-4 pm The Tasting: Choosing the 


Right One For Your Seder ; 
Now choose which recipe you like best. If you’re plan- Sha’ar Zahav Kallah: A New CSZ Event 
ning on attending Rabbi Angel’s class which follows, We are very excited to announce the creation of a new congre- 
come early for the tasting. Everyone is welcome, no gational event which will include our entire CSZ community. 
charge. The current working title is “Sha’ar Zahav Kallah,” and we 
are looking toward spring of next year as the date of the inau- 
4-5:30pm Ma Nishtana: Asking gural event. The concept for this event was modeled both on 
Your Important Questions our existing annual leadership Advance and on the UAHC 


Biennial, and is designed to bring together committed and 
interested CSZ members to spend a weekend discussing issues 
related to synagogue life. In true Sha’ar Zahav style, the con- 
tent for this event is envisioned to include sessions on spiritu- 
ality, governance, values, future planning and lay-rabbinic 
partnership. The results of these discussions will give guidance 
) With Rabbi Camille Shira Angel and direction to our elected leadership. If you would like to 

free - members / $5 suggested donation - non-members volunteer to be part of the planning for this exciting new event, 
please e-mail the synagogue. 


What do the cups of Miriam and Elijah represent? Why 
is the seder such an important institution in Jewish life? 
What really is the difference between chametz and mat- 
zah? How do we welcome strangers during Passover? 
Please bring your own questions to add to this class. 


From the Rabbi’s Study 


Passover is the holiday 
of the big tent, cer- 
tainly the big table. 
Families come to- 
| gether and we note the 
shifting rosters at our 
seders: We squeeze our 
chairs together to 
make room for new 


Rabbi Angel 
children, new friends, new in-laws, 
while the departed continue to hover 


over us, evoked through familiar songs 
and familial traditions. 


Passover is a time when we gather not 
in synagogues or institutions but in 
Abraham and Sarah’s big tent, the Jew- 
ish home. At the seder all of us have a 
place: the wise child, the wicked, the 
ignorant and the mute. It is the place 
where our stories begin, where our story 
as a people is best told, around the big 
table. This holiday, celebrating our 
infancy as a nation, is a holiday geared 
to children, from the Four Questions 
to the Afikomen to “Chad Gadya.” It 
isa “night of watching,” a night when, 
unafraid of the unknown, we race like 
children to open the door to welcome 
Elijah, no matter how dark it is out 
there. Open the door, but know that he 
enters through our minds and hearts. 


From the last seder to this one has been 
outrageously painful. It is difficult to 
say “Next year in Jerusalem” without 
remembering the last year in Jerusalem 
and throughout Israel. There were too 
many babies thrown in the Nile; there 
are now too many empty chairs at too 
many seder tables, as well as Palestinian 
dinner tables. For those rendered mute, 
beyond words, the Haggadah suggests 
that all we do is tell the story from the 
beginning, tell the old stories all over 
again: how our ancestors dwelled 
beyond the river, down to Egypt, where 
God witnesses the afflicted. In the once 
and future Egypt, the Haggadah prom- 
ises that God will pass through the land 
and give us reason to sing a new song. 


We have met Elijah and he is us. We can 
be the advance women and men for the 
future, moving like Elijah through the 
landscape, unobtrusively blessing and 
creating the moments of grace that 
already fill this earth to abundance; Eli- 
jah is armed with fiddles and a promise 
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Annual Officer and Board Nominations 


The election of new officers and 
members of the Va’ad begins each 
winter with the appointment of a 
Nominating Committee. For the 
coming year (July 1, 2001 to June 30, 
2002), we will be electing the follow- 
ing officers: president, administrative 
vice president, program vice president, 
recorder and treasurer. Our president 
serves a two-year term. All other 
officers serve a one-year term. In 
addition, we will elect three Va’ad 
members to serve three-year terms 
and also to fill any other vacancies 
left by Va’ad members who become 
officers. 


Prior to the annual congregational 
meeting on June 3, the Nominating 
Committee prepares a slate of candi- 
dates. We recommend candidates 
based on their service to the congre- 
gation and also move people along 
traditional transition paths, such as 
administrative vice president to pres- 
ident. We typically look at commit- 
tee chairs and active members who 
share the congregation’s commitment 
to Jewish learning, diversity and 
service to the community. While 


individuals are not selected to repre- 
sent particular demographic groups, 
we strive to have a Va’ad that mirrors 
our diversity as a community. 


We welcome suggestions for candi- 
dates from all members of the con- 
gregation. All candidates must be 
members in good standing. Some 
officer positions have specific qualifi- 
cations as outlined in our bylaws. To 
meet the deadlines prescribed in our 
bylaws, the committee plans to com- 
plete our slate of nominees by early 
April. Congregation members may 
also run for a position by petition. 
The deadline to submit a written 
request to run by petition is April 20. 
Please contact a member of the 
Nominating Committee for details. 


Each congregant will receive a state- 
ment from all candidates and infor- 
mation on absentee ballots in the 
annual report mailing in early May. 
This year, to save trees (and our 
budget) we will email this report to 
members with an email address on 
file. (if you don’t have an email 


continued on page 10 


New Member Welcome Dinner 


“Mama mia - that’s a spicy meatball.” And we are a spicy group! Chock 
full of conversation and comradery, the third Friday night pre-Shabbat 
dinners provide a nice setting to get to know prospective members, new 
members and well-seasoned members in a more casual setting. This 
month’s dutch treat dinner on April 20, will be at Il Cantuccio, 3228 16th 
St. (between Dolores and Guerrero). Join old and new friends for good 
food and conversation. We will met at CSZ at 6:15 pm and then head to 
Cantuccio around 6:30. For more information and to RSVP (so we can 
all sit together), please contact Marc Wernick (mhwernick@aol.com, 


415/928-7883) or the synagogue office. 


that in the end there will be no more 
broken hearts or broken promises. Eli- 
jah is us and our children are watching 
Eliahs’s cup to see if we are sipping. 


The crafting of history, like a great seder, 
is a collabration by everyone at the big 
table. The Haggadah tells us our seders 
can’t end, our holy story can’t end, until 
we find ourselves capable of negotiating 
for the missing afikomen - as we each 
hold a piece of that matzah but not the 
whole. May our afikomens be found 
and may the hidden be revealed to us all. 


Please Be in Touch 
With Me 


I am eager to be in touch with all 
members of the CSZ family 
whenever there are occasions of 


joy or sadness in your lives. When 
there is a death in the family, please 
call me as soon as possible. We 
very much want to be there with 
you at a time of grief. 


Rabbi Camille Shira Angel 


President’s Column 
Sexuality Is 
Not Tabouli 


Like last year’s April For- 
ward column, this one is 
written within hours of 
my arrival from Sydney, 
Australia, where I repre- 
sented Sha’ar Zahav in 
the 2001 Sydney Gay & 
Lesbian Mardi Gras Parade. I was absor- 
bed by over 150 dancers, marchers and 
dancing menorahs who followed this 
year’s Jewish float. This represented only 
a fragment of the more than 7,500 partic- 
ipants in the parade, viewed by over 
500,000 people. This year’s Parade theme 
focused on the rights of gays and lesbians 
to raise children, and began with a bevy 
of babies airlifted not by mere white storks, 
but by flaming pink flamingoes! Check out 
the photos online at: 

www.members.optushome.com.au/dayenu 


Hommos- 


David Gellman 


Our Jewish float immediately followed the 
Lebanese gay and lesbian group, march- 
ing under the parade’s best banner, which 
I have plagiarized for the title of my col- 
umn. We got along fine. 


As glitzy and exciting as the parade was, 
the real excitement for me came a day 
earlier, when Dayenu organized its second 
annual GLBT Shabbat evening service 
and dinner, attended by 135 proud Jews, 
partners, families and friends. Services 
were held at Congregation Emanuel, a 
progressive Reform congregation in 
Woollahra, a district of greater Sydney, 
and conducted by Rabbis Jeffrey B. 
Kamins and Jaqueline Ninio, and by 
Cantor Michael Deutsch (who can only 
be described as “fabulous!”) The members 
of the congregation attending regular Fri- 
day night Shabbat services made us feel 
welcome, and Rabbi Kamins’ drash 
focused on the serious side of Purim, the 
triumph of a minority who could have 
perished as victims. This was particularly 
poignant following the dedication earlier 
that week of Australia’s first Gay and 
Lesbian Memorial, in memory of all those 
who have been murdered, tortured or 
persecuted because of their sexuality. The 
memorial is beautifully located in Sydney’s 
Green Park, immediately in front of Syd- 
ney’s Jewish Museum. 


continued on page 4 


In Memory of John Atteridg 1954-2001 ——— 


CSZ member John Wolcott Atteridg 
died on Sunday, February 4 after a 
valiant 12-year struggle with AIDS. 
John was born September 28, 1954 in 
New Jersey. He graduated from 
Memorial High School in Houston, 
Texas and from Williams College in 
Williamstown, Massachusetts. He 
exhibited a unique aptitude for math- 
ematics, which led to a profession as 
an actuary. Throughout his adult life 
he traveled extensively around the 
world. He was an excellent bridge 
player, and received many awards at 
tournaments. John was a former 
member of the San Francisco Gay 
Men’s Chorus and from the beginning 
of the AIDS crisis served as a volun- 
teer with many organizations, includ- 


ing Shanti, Project Open Hand and, 
most recently, Positive Resource. 


John was drawn to the community he 
found at CSZ. After studying with 
Rabbi Yoel Kahn, he became a Jew 
by choice. John was deeply committed 
to Judaism and the community. He 
had a thirst for knowledge and took 
classes at CSZ between his travels. He 
volunteered in many areas of synago- 
gue life including the Newsletter 
Committee, High Holidays, the 
Ma’ayan Campaign and the Mishkan 
Dolores Capital Campaign. John also 
was active in the CSZ book group, the 
Fiction Connection. 


John will be very much missed. May 
his memory be for a blessing. 


Sukkot in April is Just Around the Corner 


It’s not too late to sign up! 


Every year Sha’ar Zahav participates 
in “Sukkot in April.” Along with the 
greater San Francisco Jewish com- 
munity, we participate in an eight-hour 
paint, garden, clean-up and overall fix- 
up day. We have worked on large 
community facilities, such as the 
Asian Pacific Island Wellness Center 
and on small projects. 


This year, Sukkot in April is on April 

29th. Registration materials were pro- 
vided in the March Forward. We still 

need your help to make this year’s 

project a big success. You don’t need 

to have any special skills to participate. 
We just need you! 


Also, this year you can donate funds 
to buy specific items for a Sukkot in 


April project: 
$18: buys a deadbolt to provide se- 
curity to a senior 


$36: buys a hand-held shower unit for 
someone living with a disability 

$50: buys enough paint to paint a liv- 
ing room 

$72/$75: buys 2 grab bars OR a tub 


transfer bench for a bathroom of 
a senior with limited mobility 


$100: buys the lumber to repair unsafe 
stairs 


We would love to have your assistance 
with this annual mitzvah project. 


If you would like to help, please con- 
tact Dahlia at 415/575-4961. 


Israel Havurah to be Revitalized 


You are invited to join with Rabbi 
Angel and the Ritual Committee on 
Thursday, April 26 at 6 pm for a Yom 
Ha’atzmaut festive dinner. Together, 
let’s acknowledge Israel’s 53rd birth- 
day and express our wishes for a 
peaceful 54th year with prayer and 
song. 


Following the meal, there will be a 
meeting of the Israel Havurah. Please 
join us if you think you may be inter- 
ested in becoming a member of the 
havurah. We plan on reviewing, and 


updating as necessary, the current 
mission statement and action plan. 


Please help CSZ to become even more 
engaged in the issues of Israel. If you 
would like to attend the dinner, please 
RSVP to Dahlia in the office by April 
15 (cszdahlia@yahoo.com or 
415/575-4961). Cost of the Middle 
Eastern dinner is $10 (of course, no 
one turned away for lack of funds). If 
you have any questions, please contact 
co-chairs Miki Goralsky (415/455- 
0416) or Ron Lezell (415/626-5748). 
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Save the Date 


Please join us as we welcome Debra 
Chasnoff and Helen S. Cohen, Senior 
Producers at Women’s Educational 
Media and CSZ members, in a special 
screening of their film, “That’s A 
Family!” Saturday, May 12 at CSZ, 
following Havdalah. Time and sug- 
gested donation will be noted in the 
May JGF. 


“That’s A Family!” is an entertaining 
half-hour documentary helping kids 
understand the different shapes of 
families today. The film’s stars deal 
with concepts such as divorce, mixed 
race, gay and lesbian, birth mom, 
guardian and step-dad. “That’s A 
Family!” will challenge the minds and 
touch the hearts of people of all ages 
and give children and adults a power- 
ful way to understand all the different 
meanings of “family.” 


(For more information about the film, 
see the Women’s Educational Media 
website - www.womedia.org/new/ 
respect.html). 


President’s Column 
continued from page 3 


Lest this scene appear too cozy, you 
should know that Sydney’s Orthodox 
rabbinate, who wield the financial and 
political muscle in Australia’s Jewish 
community, and who refuse even to 
acknowledge the existence of homo- 
sexual Jews, published an article in the 
mainstream papers earlier in the week, 
denouncing the Gay & Lesbian Mardi 
Gras Parade because of its celebration 
of “homosexuality and promiscuity.” 
For many non-straight Jews in Australia, 
membership in a synagogue and par- 
ticipation in Jewish family and com- 
munity are possible only from behind 
closet doors. 


Dedicated individuals such as Judy Kell 
and Malcom Davidowitz, co-conveners 
of this year’s events, and the members 
and supporters of Dayenu, the Aussie 


Kabbalat Shabbat Family 
Dinner and Service 


Friday, April 27, 6 pm 


Shirah! (singing), T’fillah! (prayer), Ke- 
hillah! (community), Lasagna! (ancient 
Middle Eastern delicacy). Join Rabbi 
Angel, Rigi Kosovske, Jeni Markowitz 
and Lom Friedman for a catered Shab- 
bat meal and intimate service and time 
together. Special programs for families 
with kids in Kadimah and junior con- 
gregation (ages 6+) and younger children 
alike. 

Members: 

adults $9-14, children $6-8 
Non-members: 

adults $10-15, children $7-9 


Baby Havurah 


Join us for Shabbat morning stretch 
and play! Songs, toys, bubbles, finger 
plays and a mini-service puppet show 
are not to be missed by the 24-month 
and under set. 


Tot Shabbat 


Tot Shabbat is for children ages 2-5, 
their friends and families. We come 
together for an age-appropriate service, 
storytelling, singing, art, prayer and 
movement. 


Misnayenan 
Fay 
i 4 


Kadimah Events 


Kadimah Creates Community 


both within and without: 


Kadimah Pesach Family 
Model Seder and Program 


Saturday, April 7, 11 am 


Leaving Egypt anyone? If you’ve never 
had a Kadimah matzah ball you are in 
for a treat. We’ll come together in the last 
part of Kadimah for learning, communi- 
ty, eating and, of course, the jazzy Kadi- 
mah rendition of “Chad Gadya” (just a 
taste of family and CSZ seders to come). 


Passover Raffle 
for the Homeless 


The Passover Haggadah says, “Let all 
who are hungry come and eat.” The 
Kadimah Vav/B’nei Mitzvah class taught 
by Caryn Aviv and Phyllis Mintzer is 
taking this to heart and holding a raffle 
to raise money for local homeless organ- 
izations such as Food Not Bombs. Priz- 
es range from dinner tickets at a fancy 
restaurant, gift certificates to Ace Hard- 
ware and Wild Oats, to two hours of free 
Torah trope lessons from Caryn Aviv. 
Tickets will be on sale through Passover 
and can be purchased from Vav students, 
or call the education office at 415/575- 
4962. Raffle tickets cost $1, but are a 
bargain at 7 tickets for $5, 13 for $10, or 
do a real mitzvah and get 18 (life) for $15. 


L’chaim! 


For more information about any of these programs, or to RSVP, contact: 
* Rigi Kosovske, (educator@shaarzahav.org), 


¢ Jeni Markowitz, (familyeducator @shaarzahav.org), 


or call 415/575-4962. 


One Hundred Dates in One 


Do you have 
items for the 


Night - A Million Thanks 


Congregation Sha’ar Zahav wishes to thank all the 
volunteers and donors for the recent “100 Dates in 
One Night” event. Food was donated by Yum, located 
at 1750 Market Street (next to Carta). Wines were 
donated by Yering Station Vineyards. (To find out 
where you can find these and other great Australian 
wines, visit www.scottst.com.) 


GLBT sponsoring group, are to be 
congratulated for their courage and 
integrity in making such a proud pub- 
lic statement on behalf of the Austral- 
ian Jewish GLBT community. We can 
be very proud indeed of our Aussie 
brothers and sisters. 


David Gellman 


Naches Column? 
We’d love to pub- 


lish them. Please 

contact the office 

and give us your é 
good news! 
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The Jewish Gaily Forward is published 
11 times a year (monthly with a com- 
bined July-August issue) by Congregation 
Sha’ar Zahav, 290 Dolores St., San Fran- 
cisco, CA 94103, 415/861-6932. 
Email:office@shaarzahav.org. Permis- 
sion to reprint with attribution is hereby 
granted. 


Members of the congregation receive the 
Forward as part of their membership. 
Nonmembers can receive a Forward 
subscription for $36/year. 


Note that articles reflect the opinions of 
their author and not necessarily those of 
the congregation or its committees. 


Members of the Newsletter Committee 


® Chair and Editorial Coordinator: 
Karen Schiller 


@ Editing/Proofreading/Layout: 
Judith Cohen, Marjorie Hilsenrad, 
Brian Jersky, Rose Katz, Joey Rozier, 
Kerri Schiff, David Stein 


®@ Advertising: Roslyn Fuerman 
(510/526-1209 or 
froslyn@earthlink.net) 


@ Design and Layout: Kerri Schiff 
® Printing: Genesis Printing & Graphics 


@ Distribution: Mail It Right 


Display Ads are $15 per column inch for 
nonmembers and $10 per column inch 
for members with discounts available for 
size and frequency. Ads should be cam- 
era ready; any ads that require typeset- 
ting, camera and/or artwork will be sub- 
ject to a one-time production charge. 


Classified Ads are $5 for up to 20 words, 
plus $1 for each 10 additional words. 


Payment must accompany ads and 
should be sent to Congregation Sha’ar 
Zahav, 290 Dolores St., San Francisco, 
California, 94103, marked: attention 
Forward advertising. We reserve the right 
to reject any ad. 


April 2001 Volume 24, Issue 7. 


Lisa Katz gave the d’var Torah 
which reminds us about the need to 
think about the future, not focusing 
on our shortcomings, but helping 
the congregation grow and focus on 
the positive. 


Saralie Pennington and Jeannette 
Gurevitch presented the work of 
their organization, Rainbow, which 
is seeking to form a coalition to 
create GLBT senior housing, and 
came to the Va’ad seeking our 
endorsement of the project. 


They are seeking the following from 
SZ: 


e participation in filling out their 
questionnaire, a needs assess- 
ment tool for GLBT seniors/ 
aging issues. 


e help in raising awareness about 
aging 

® support to get this initiative 
underway and to raise money 


e to build their board and recruit 
people with specific skills 


There were various suggestions 
intended to help their efforts; we 
promised to study the request for 
support and get back to them. 


James Carlson reported that revenue 
in November was down. He will be 
meeting with Children's Education 
Board to talk about the Kadimah 
revenue issue. 


Over 3000 Handmade Handpainted Designs 


New Line of Judaica 


——— 
3310 Sacramento St. (at Presidio) 94118 
(415) 931-3063 
Fax: (415) 292-7872 
e-mail: eleinemagnin@prodigy.net 
Web Site: www.elainemagnin.com 


10% off with this ad 


Rabbi Angel reported on her trip 


7 J 
Jan. and Feb. Va’ad Minutes 


with four CSZ teenagers to Wash- 


ington, DC, lobbying Congress with 
the Action Center representing 1.2 
million Reform Jews. It was “an 
amazing experience for the four kids, 
she said, who are feeling proud of the 
congregation they’ve grown up in. 


The Revenue Task Force proposal 
will be vetted at the March and April 
Va’ad meetings. The first reading of 
the budget is in April. The Congre- 
gational meeting will be held on 
June. 


The Va’ad expressed its thanks to 
Howard Steiermann for his impor- 
tant work co-chairing Super Sunday 
for the Jewish Community Federa- 
tion. Our thanks also go to Danny 
Kodmur and Tiela Chalmers for co- 
leading a session at the UAHC 
Biennial on access issues for congre- 
gations, using CSZ as a case study. 
CSZ member Mike Rankin moder- 
ated the session, which was written 
up in the Northern California Jew- 
ish Bulletin. We are proud of our 
members and their activities bringing 
honor to the congregation. 


A written outline of issues being 
discussed by the Bylaws Committee 
was presented. The proposed 
changes to the bylaws will be pre- 
sented and voted on at the congre- 
gational meeting in June. 


A committee is being formed to look 
into the current policy on children 
and services and to research options 
regarding childcare during services. 


Jeff Sherman presented the Advance 
Committee’s report. The maximum 
number of participants is 53, which 
is a reduction by 15 attendees from 
the limits set in prior years. After a 
discussion, the Va’ad agreed to think 
about a shift in the agenda for this 
year, but to keep the invitation list 
the same in terms of scope as prior 
years. 


Note: Minutes for previous months are 
available through the synagogue office. 


” 
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+ 4:30 -5:30 pm- Preparing for | 2-3 pm - Healing Service ° 6-7 pm- BET CR *4pm- Kadim 
Passover - © 6:30-9:30 pm - Parlor Session for °7pm- Newsl 
Transgender members 
° 7-9 pm - Adult B'nei Mitzvah 


—°7-8:15pm- —_— Beginning Yiddish 
_ © 8:30-9:45 pm - Yiddish and the Left 
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°6:30pm Congregational Seder *7pm- Newsletter Layout —° 6-7 pm- Prayerbook Hebrew No Kadimah 
led by Rabbi Angel, pS 4 ee ee 
Daniel Chesir and (279 pm pe Ha sare 
Sarita Groisser © 7-8:15pm- —_ Beginning Yiddish 


* 6:30 pm - Va'ad Meeting °6-7pm- Prayerbook Hebrew *4pm- Kadim 
«7-9 pm- Adult B'nei Mitzvah 
—¢7-8:15pm- _—_ Beginning Yiddish 


Israel Trip Departs 


22 en |B 30 Nisan | 


— 
| ©6:30-9:30 pm - Senior Men +4pm- Kadim 
Parlor Session 


+7-9pm- Adult B'nei Mitzvah 


JGF June Deadline 


Sukkot in April 


Our apologies to Ron Edelman for mis-spelling 


his name in the March calendar. 


REVISED! MAY DEADLINE MONDAY, APRIL 2 AT 


ARTICLES ADVERTISING 


Please submit your articles as a Word attachment file via email to: To place a display ad, contact Roslyn Fuerman (510/526-1209 
kschiller@igc.org. No late submissions will be accepted. _ or froslyn@earthlink.net). To place a classified ad, call the office. © 


saceseeasennseconsscosin 


Please note that dates, times and locations sometimes get changed after the Forward is published. Call the office if you need & 
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© 6:30-9:30 pm- Queer Youth ¢ 7:19 pm - Candle Lighting 69 pm - Torah Study 
- Editing : Parlor Session *8:15pm-  ShabbatServicesledby  *9:30pm- —-Kadimah 
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No Introduction to Judaism ° 7:25 pm - Candle Lighting °9 pm- Torah Study 
*8:15pm- Shabbat Services led by No Kadimah 
Patricia Lin and —°©10am- Shabbat/Yizkor Services led by 
Howard Steiermann Ora Prochovnick and Ron Edelman 
—¢1-2:15 pm- Meditation Havurah 
*3pm- Singing Havurah 
Pa Neon | IQU  S e s ooe Nea vie) ‘4 Yom HaShoah aT Nisan 21 Shabbat Shemini 28 Nisan 
+7 pm- Yom HaShoah Shabbaton Week« At Shabbaton Wether 
: pales at : : *7:32pm- Candle Lighting *9am- Torah Study 
4 ) ees pa °6:15pm- NewMember Welcome Dinner ° ae am - Sade: 
;°fpm- ntroduction to Judaism sg, , —¢10am- habbat Services led by 
(meets at Emanu-el) 8:15 pm set a) Alan Gordon and Rachel Kliegman 
Dev Felder Noily —¢4-2:15pm- Meditation Havurah 
Oa , Yom HaZikaron 3 lyyar [27 Yom Ha'Atma'ut 4lyyar | 28 Shabbat Tazri'a-Metzora is Iyyar 
-¢6pm- Israel Havurah °7:38pm- Candle Lighting a 9 am - Torah Study 
© 6:30 pm - Ritual Committee *8:15 pm- Shabbat Services led by a 9:30 am - Kadiman 
+7 pm- Wtodction ta Lyssa Friedman and Batya Kalis ° eats : fe Becta fae 
Judaism *6pm- Kabbalat Shabbat Family Dinner Rabbi Angel 
©10:30am- ‘Tot Shabbat 


1-2:15 pm - 


Meditation Havurah 


CSZ Family Camp Weekend 


Join families of all ages and configurations for 
a fabulous pre-Shavuot weekend in the rolling 
green hills of Walker Creek Ranch. Night 
hikes, outdoor services, star-gazing, relaxation, 


Shabbat Frisbee, a beautiful Havdallah, mak- 
ing friends, and, of course, lots of excellent 
adult education and many planned theme 
activities for all ages (tots, Kadimah kids, teens, 
adults). Shavuot is the time for revelation and 
receiving the Torah. This will be a wonderful 
weekend! Contact the office for a registration 
packet if you have not already received one 
in the mail. 


1 information. 


HILLS OF ETERNITY MEMORIAL PARK 
Serving families of the Jewish faith since 1851 


Designated section for members of 
Congregation Sha’ar Zahay 
For information please call 

Stephen E. Weiner 

Director of Sales 


650/756-3633 
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Why Are These Members Different From All Other Members? by Marc Wernick 


Although they it never fit. Judaism intrigued me. For _ learn more about the real God, to enter 
approach things me, Judaism just clicked. It clarified into a spiritual relation with God. 

from divergent wholamand what I want to be.” Judaism is a path that takes me closer Ox 

ints of vi 4 are ae i ide.” 
Dee en een RAWith’ both their differences and simi- °° SE GEE Houle S ue gu id - 
Jim Acerra and a a eae Jim notes that Judaism provides him 
‘ larities in mind, the Forward explored . es ulyenie dt! 
Tony Enriquez : ; : ee with spiritual direction. “It teaches me 
Jim and Tony’s relationship with each : ; 

met in the middle. PEMER htc dau ore pir PERS: what it means to understand God, life 

Jim is from New uh follo ne ee sere Reser and people better. With Reform Juda- 

Jersey, Tony is Bias ism, I can follow traditions in ways that 

=e from Manilla and 1. In watching you two interact, itis obvi- are meaningful and comfortable to me. 

they met in San Francisco. Jim actively ous that you are quite the lovebirds. In some ways that allows me to be a 

searched for spirituality and meaning What is the secret of your relationship? spiritual free-bird,” reflects Jim. 

and came to Judaism in that way. Tony 
became exposed to Judaism by coming 
to synagogue with Jim. Both find 
meaning in the songs, traditions and 
teaching of Judaism. 


In a ping-pong like fashion, Jim and = 4. Passover is right around the corner. 
Tony build on each other’s response. What is your favorite Passover ritual? 
“We settle problems before we go to bed,” 
says Jim. “Little to big, we talk things 
out,” adds Tony. “When we have a fight, 
Tony is ‘bi-religious’, a term coined by __— we kiss and make up,” he continues. 
Jim. He talks about how he feltcoming —_ Both Jim and Tony laugh when they 
to Sha’ar Zahav. “At first, it was really think of Tony’s mom’s observation. She 
difficult,” he explains. “Becoming says, “Jim is Tony’s medicine.” 
familiar with the Hebrew was tough.” 
When he first came to CSZ it was tough 
for him to mingle. “I thought all of the 
Jews were white,” he says. After a very 
long discussion with membership com- 
mittee member Ami Zusman, he 
became more aware of the diversity 
within the congregation and began to Please join me in our special tradition 
feel more like a part of the congregation. Both Jim and Tony noted that there are —_ and celebratory way of welcoming Jim 
many things that CSZ does to make and Tony to our community. 
people feel welcome. Tony particularly 
likes when visitors from out of town are 
identified during services. Jim likes the 
visitor corner in the oneg room. They ae eda ae 
both feel that those minhags (traditions) | Friday, April 20 
allow us to better reach out to new | to the Art Shabbaton 
people. Jim notes the delicate balance : 
that needs to be struck between pro- (no East Bay service this month) 
grams for people with special needs (¢.0.)eue. ae es 
interfaith couples, Jews by choice) and , - 
To help Tony build a Jewish foundation, _ the issue of being stuck with a label or Gift of Sight 
Jim and Tony are taking the only gettingtoknowpeopleofthesame As of March 1, CSZ members have 
“Introduction to Judaism” class together. background. Tony notes, “We want 
“This is my second time taking the class. _ diversity and variety, not labels.” 
The first time was when I decided to 
convert. It is amazing to see the class 
through a different lens this time. On 
one hand, there is a sense of empower- 
ment - ‘I know that.’ On the other hand, 
the great thing about Judaism is its 
complexity. So I am also learning new 3. We talked about the social aspects of 
things this time through,” Jim com- the synagogue. Turning now to the 
ments. religious. What does Judaism mean to 
you? 


Tony is a Pesach virgin, celebrating 
Passover for the first time this year. “I 
am looking forward to the experience 
and to learning more,” he replies. Jim 
loves the sacrifice of giving up leavened 
bread. “It is a small, symbolic step of 
understanding what it was like to be a 
2. During our discussion, you both talked Jew in Egypt,” he adds. Jim also likes 
about the journey you took to become _ the structure and formality of the Pass- 
comfortable with Congregation Sha’ar over seder. Jim explains: “It is a long 
Zahav. What is the one thing thatCSZ __ service done with diligence and care. I 
can do to make the community more _love the tradition and the celebratory 
welcoming to people of diverse back- _ nature of the Seder.” 
grounds? 


A key turning point for Tony was when 
he was “touched by an Angel.” Tony’s 
brother was in a serious nitrogen 
explosion in the Philippines. Rabbi 
Angel contacted Tony to offer words of 
comfort. “I was so surprised that she 
reached out like that. I could not talk. 
I just cried when I put down the phone. 
No one has ever comforted me like that 
before.” 


East Bay | 


Goes West 


q 


donated 50 pairs of eyeglasses to the 
Gift of Sight program, a joint venture 
Both Jim and Tony loved the parlor between Lenscrafters and the Lions 
session with the Rabbi. “We got to Club. These donated glasses will be 
know the Rabbi and the Rabbi got to used in communities around the world 
know us. We also got to know other where eye exams and glasses are either 
members of CSZ better.” not readily available or affordable. 
Thanks to all who have participated. If 
you'd like to donate your old glasses, 
there is a collection box in the lobby 
near the bulletin boards with the per- 
Jim formally came to Judaism in his 30s. manent name tags. Children’s eyewear 
He was trying to find God and Both Jim and Tony identify with the is especially needed. But, remember, 
strengthen his ties to a higher being. “I spiritual aspects of Judaism. For Tony, always keep your next to newest pair 
tried getting close to Catholicism, but _it is a key to God. “Judaism helps me asa backup for emergencies. 
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ATTORNEYS. : 
CULLUM &4onnn Litigation : 
Estate Planning 
Personal Injury 
Business Law — 


Probate 


SERVING THE 
COMMUNITY 
FOR OVER 
15 YEARS 


Divorce, Custody & Support 
Cohabitation Agreements 

Wills & Living Trusts 

Property Agreements & Disputes 


FREE INITIAL Same Gender Parenting Agreements 
CONSULTATION & Disputes 
45 POLK ST, 2ND FLOOR, SF, CA 94102 
415.863.5300 FAX 415.863.8596 & 


“CERTIFIED FAMILY LAW SPECIALIST 


Real Estate 
Employment 
discrimination 


Goldstein, Gellman, Melbostad, Gibson & Harris, ur 


Members’ Yahrzeits AT T OR ONGES NS ep ea, 
2 Ron Gertz 

3 Abraham Cohen 100 Van Ness 

6 Dennis Mitchell 21st Floor 

21 Robert Sterman San Francisco Wey 

23 Michael Randall California Gxill Dyk Cathe 
24 Norma Faini-Pick 94102 415-621-5600 


SoonsonantOnedtshabbatt Gift Shop Committee Goes to the Gift Show 


Sponsoring the oneg Shabbat following yey Lily 

) services is a lovely way to commemorate In February, four gift shop committee members roamed the halls of 
a special occasion. Onegs can be spon- the Moscone Center, where the winter San Francisco Gift Show took 
sored in honor of a simcha, as a tribute place. By the end of the excursion, we had selected a wide array of 
to the memory of a loved one or “just new Judaica items. 


because.” The cost is $80-$120 and we 
have a number of available dates in the 
coming months. Please call the CSZ of- 
fice if you would like to inquire about 
sponsoring an oneg Shabbat on a specific 
date or would like more information. 


In keeping with the coming Pesach celebration, Jeff Rubin, committee 
chair, and other members of the gift shop committee selected a new array 
of seder plates to add to existing inventory. Also selected were new mat- 
zah covers. For the congregation’s ongoing needs, the committee chose 
a broad selection of mezzuzot, kippot in varying sizes and designs, an 
interesting collection of kiddush cups, candlesticks for the home and for 
traveling, and some new tal- 
lit. Additional jewelry items 
were also chosen. The group 
also ordered decorative 
wooden boxes with distinc- 
tively Jewish designs in sev- 
eral attractive colors. 


For All Thin SA The gift shop committee 


We would like congregants to 


Candlesticks Mezzuzot know that a portion of our 
Jewelry Matzah Covers ; & display case has been set aside 
. = LZ; for sale items. Judaica in this 
Kiddush Cups Seder Plates LEE case are discounted 25% to 
Kipnot Tallit ; 75%. The gift shop is also 
PP chee a : TT looking for volunteers to help 
-30-8:05 bm : 
: : 3 h sal : 
> 25-75% off on selected items 6, by appointment. Call 861-6932. Sea ae ae is Be ee 


synagogue. 
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Nominations continued from page 2 


address, the office will continue to 
postal mail your copy.) A copy will also 
be available on the CSZ website. 
Printed copies can also be requested 
from the office. 


The members of this year’s Nominat- 
ing Committee are: Michael Chertok 
(co-chair), Amy Scharf (co-chair), 
Tony Harris, Irene Ogus, Sharyn Sas- 
lafsky and Daphne Stuart. Nominating 
Committee members are appointed by 
the President and approved by the 
Va’ad. Committee members tradition- 
ally include a past president, a recent 
member of the Va’ad, previous mem- 
bers of the committee for continuity, 
and at least one member new to the 
process. Copies of our bylaws are 
available to any current member from 
the office. 


Help For the 
Dolores St. Shelter 


On February 25, the Social Action com- 
mittee cooked dinner for the residents of 
the Dolores Street Shelter. Led by the 
culinary talents of CSZ member Michael 
Schaffer, we cooked dinner for the 20 men 
who live at the shelter as well as 40 other 
men who live at the two other Dolores 
Street Shelters which have no kitchen. The 
Social Action Committee co-chairs, Allan 
Berenstein and Laura Lowe, and the vol- 
unteers, Sarita Groisser, Michael Schaffer, 
AJ Trupin, Ida Kuluk, Mark Reisbaum 
and Ina Fried made salad, pasta and sauce 
plus a creative and tasty chicken loaf. 


While preparing the meal, we found that 
our neighbors could use help making their 
daily task of cooking for 60 a little less 
daunting. Along with the money (or tal- 
ent) to fix a non-working oven, the shel- 
ter could use some sharp cutting knives, 
vegetable peelers, can openers, dish tow- 
els and large pots (the really, really big 
kind), and an old microwave or food pro- 
cessor. As you look around your kitchen 
to see what bread products (chametz) you 
need to use before Passover notice any 
duplicate kitchenware that you are not 
using. Please look for the red bin marked 
Dolores Street Shelter in the CSZ lobby; 
donations are greatly appreciated through 
the end of April. For more information 
on volunteering for this and other Social 
Action projects, please contact Dahlia 
Gross at 415/575-4961. 
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Synagogue Information 


Congregration Sha’ar Zahav 

290 Dolores Street 

415/861-6932 (voice); 415/861-6081 (fax) 
Programming office, 415/575-4961 
Education office, 415/575-4962 
office@shaarzahav.org (email) 
http://www.shaarzahav.org (web) 


CSZ Staff: 


Rabbi, Camille Shira Angel 
- rabbiangel@shaarzahav.org 


Administrator, Lea Salem 
- Isalem@shaarzahav.org 


Program Director, Dahlia Gross 
- cszdahlia@yahoo.com 


Director of Children’s Education 
- Rigi Kosovske 
- educator@shaarzahav.org 


Kadimah Head Teacher, 
- Phyllis Mintzer 


Administrative Assistant, 
Melanie Kushnir 
- mkushnir@shaarzahav.org 


Jewish Family Educator, 
Jeni Markowitz 
- familyeducator@shaarzahav.org 


Officers: 
President, David Gellman 
(415/550-9449), 
- sfgellman@aol.com or 
- president@shaarzahav.org 
Vice President, Lisa Katz 
Vice President, Lyssa Friedman 
Treasurer, James Carlson 
Recorder, Nancy Kates 


Va’ad (Board) Members: 
Diana Buchbinder (ex officio) 
Howard Herman 
Howard Steiermann 
Rose Katz 
Laura Lowe 
Drew Parker-Rose 
Jacob Rothman 
Jeffrey Sherman 
Susan Unger 
Ami Zusman 


Members wishing to contact any 
Va’ad member or committee chair 
are invited to obtain her or his 
number from the synagogue Office. 


Bikkur Cholim: If you or a friend who is 
a member of Sha’ar Zahav is ill in 
the hospital or at home, and would 


like to have a member of the Bikkur 
Cholim Committee call or visit, please 
notify the synagogue Office. 


Committee Chairs: 


Adult Education, Ron Edelman 
and Prudence Carter 


Archives, open 
Baby Havurah, open 


Bequests and Donations, 
Richard Inlander 


Bikkur Cholim, Allan Berenstein, 
Avraham Giannini, Eileen Levy, 
Rachel Maclachlan, Deborah Udin 


Book Group, Mark Mackler 

Building and Grounds, open 

Bylaws, Richard Inlander 

Children’s Education Board, Liz Schaffer 
Cemetery, Richard Inlander 

Dor Rishon Brotherhood, open 


Dues Liaison, James Carlson, 
Tiela Chalmers, Lisa Katz, 
Drew Parker-Rose, Mike Zimmerman 


East Bay Havurah, Ida Kuluk 
and Larry Wexler 


Endowment Fund, David Stein 
Finance, James Carlson 

Fine Arts, Barbara Cymrot 
Fundraising, Arthur Slepian 
Gift Shop, Jeff Rubin 


Israel Havurah, Ron Lezell 
and Michal Goralsky 


La’atid, open 

Leadership Development, Paul Cohen 
Library, Joan Goldman 

Long-Range Planning, Allan Gold 
Membership, Marianne Balin 
Membership Outreach, Tony Harris 


Mishkan Dolores Capital Campaign, 
Ellie Cohen 


Newsletter, Karen Schiller 
- kschiller@igc.org 


Past Presidents Council, David Stein 
Personnel, Lyssa Friedman 

Public Relations, Sharyn Saslafsky 
and Marc Wernick 

Rabbi Liaison, Allan Gold 

Ritual, Nicole Bloom 

- bloomn@netscape.net 


Social Action, Laura Lowe and 
Allan Berenstein 


Toddler/Pre-school Havurah, 
Deena Lahn 


UAHC National Liaison, Mike Rankin 
UAHC Regional Liaison, Daniel Chesir 
WCGLBJO Liaison, David Gellman 
Women’s Havurah, open 


Member of the Union of American He- 
brew Congregations and the World 
Congress of Gay, Lesbian and Bisex- 
ual Jewish Organizations. 


Contributions 
— Adult Education Fund 


Richard Brand and Alan Keith, 
in honor of Clarissa Kripke’s 
naming. 

Robert and Miriam Stoll, in 
honor of Phyllis Mintzer. 


Lisa Ochs and Lea Salem, in 
honor of Clarissa Kripke’s 
naming. 


ADE. —<—<—$— 


Claire Rappoport, in memory 
of John Atteridg. 


Neil Hart, in memory of 
Joel Louden. 


Susan Simpson, in memory 
of Bill Walden. 


Susan Simpson, in memory 
of David Speer. 


Bikkur Cholim Fund 


Lisa Hamburger, in memory 
of Martin Gelbart. 


— Chesir-Stein Music Fund —— 


Henry Carrey, in memory of 
Abraham Carrey. 


Randy Weiss, in memory of 
Allen Weiss. 


Henry Carrey, in memory of 
Hyman Post. 
— Children’s Education Fund — 


Lisa Hamburger, in memory of 
Elijah Silverrod Maclachlan. 


Alan Gordon, in honor of the 
anniversary of Joan Lefkowitz 
and Stacey Shuster. 


Education Fund 


Richard Sinkoff, in memory of 
Alice Bernholz Sinkoff. 


Mishkan Dolores 
Capital Campaign 


Alex Ingersoll and David Stein, 
in memory of Royal Kalis. 


Alex Ingersoll and David 
Stein, in memory of Ben and 
Yetta Shuchat. 


Marcy Whitebook. 


Robin Leonard, in memory of 
Royal Kalis. 


Ami Zusman, in memory of 
John Atteridg. 


Carol and Jordan Levitin, in 
memory of Ron Wilmot. 


Debra and Noah Chasnoff, in 
honor of the b’nei mitzvah of 
Jackie Mauro, Zack Barnes- 
Miller, Sara Shor and Shmulik 
Fishman. 


Gilda and Melvin Winiker. 
Doron Scharfman. 
Edward Pollock. 


Jeff Sherman, in memory of 
Royal Kalis. 


Eric and Aaron Cooper-Keitel, 
in honor of Ron Lezell. 


Heather Fox, in honor of Kim 
Warsaw’s adoption of her and 
Judith’s son, Jake. 


Robin Leonard, with prayers 
for Rachel Maclachlan and 
Nancy Silverrod. 


Janine Baer. 


Jane Wattenberg, in memory of 
Elijah Silverrod Maclachlan. 


David Friedman. 


Rabbi Eric Weiss and Dan 
Alpert, in memory of Clara 
Blumenthal. 


Jeff Sherman, in memory of 
John Atteridg. 


Judith Hedgpeth. 


If you would like to make a donation, 
please contact the synagogue office. 


CRITTER FRITTERS 


Zz 


670 Chenery ST. 
off Diamond 

in the Heart of 
Glen Park 
415-239-7387 
Open Everyday 
SAVE 10%! 
Ask About our 
Frequent Buyers 
Club Card 


Support Your Local Neighborhood Businesses 


General Fund 


Ami Zusman, in memory of 
Royal Kalis. 


Jerry Rosenstein, in memory of 
his family. 

Jonathan Funk, in memory of 
Mike Kozlowski. 

Melinda Basker. 


Karen Erlichman and Jana 
Rickerson. 


Jonathan Funk, in memory of 
Minnie Wiseman. 


Mark Troy, in memory of 
Ephraim Troy. 


Nancy Feinstein and Glenn 
Shor, with thanks to Leslie 
Kane and everyone at CSZ for 
all their help with Sara’s bat 
mitzvah. 


David Levine. 
Shirley Liberman. 


Norma and Marvin Pechter, in 
memory of Bernard Pechter. 


Julia Friedlander. 


Phillip and Nancy Newfield, 
in honor of Rachel Reiley’s 
entrance into the Covenant. 

Vicki Shipkowitz. 


Rabbi Eric Weiss and 
Dan Alpert, in memory 
of Royal Kalis. 


Beth Gould. 

Ronald Wolberg. 

Barbara and Harvey Chertok. 
Andrea Cohen. 


Martha Moon and Judy 
Heiman. 


Robert Cohen, in memory of 
Joe Cohen. 


Rabbi Angel’s 
Discretionary Fund 


Paul and Louise Atteridg, in 
memory of John Atteridg. 


Jenny Wald. 


Vivian Shapiro and 
Mary Nealon. 


Rabbi Yoel Kahn and Dan 
Bellm, in honor of the first 
CSZ youth trip to 
Washington, DC. 


Walter Leiss, with prayers for 
Mike Greenberg’s speedy 
recovery. 


Rachel Reily and Emily 
Newfield, in honor of 
Rabbi Angel. 


Rabbi Yoel Kahn, in memory 
of Bessie Kahn. 


Lisa Ochs and Lea Salem, in 
memory of John Atteridg. 


Susan Stahl. 


Robin Leonard, in memory of 
John Atteridg. 


Eli Weinstein, in memory of 
John Atteridg. 


Lolma Olson and Beth Reed. 
Russell Norman. 


Scott Feinstein, in appreciation 
of CSZ for being there. 


Marcia Weisman. 


Sheila and Jay Gershman, in 
honor of Mark Gershman’s 
Torah chanting. 


Margo George. 


Alex Ingersoll and David 
Stein, in honor of Lonny 
Darwin’s becoming a CSZ 
member. 


Shoshana Levenberg, in 
memory of Moishe 
Levenberg. 


Abigail Wizansky. 


Steve Horowitz, in memory of 
Keith Fenton. 


Roy Bateman. 


Sue Bojdak and Deb Yates, in 
honor of Rabbi Camille 
Angel. 


Betty Wexler. 
Dara Wolochow. 


Susan Atteridg Izard, in 
memory of John Atteridg. 


Jerry Rosenstein, in honor of 
Ira Hirschfield. 


—Harvey Milk Social Action Fund- 


Allan Berenstein, in memory 
of Isabel Fishman. 


Allan Berenstein. 
Ingrid and Frank Jonas. 
Inclusive Liturgy Fund 


Batya Kalis, in memory of 
Royal Kalis. 


Mike Rankin, in memory of 
Royal Kalis. 


Eli Weinstein, in memory of 
Royal Kalis. 


Lea Salem and Lisa Ochs, in 
memory of Royal Kalis. 
Sinai i) 


Lucy Bernholz, in loving 
memory of Alice Bernholz 
Sinkoff. 


Lucy Bernholz, in loving 
memory of Stephen Mistler. 
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Pesach - Towards the Future 5y Nina Wouk for the Ritual Committee 


After cleaning, cooking, singing and 
telling; after the four questions, four 
cups, four children and more than four 
courses; after ushering out the guests, 
clearing the table, doing the dishes and 
stumbling blearily into bed, Pesach is 
truly underway, and some Jews go to 
services the next morning. 


The first Pesach Torah reading recounts 
the tenth plague, the death of the 
Egyptian first-born, and the blood- 
stained doorways that protected our 
ancestors. We hear the necessity to tell 
our children throughout all future gen- 
erations of our salvation on that night 


right. Children were not to be treated 
as property. 


Our ancestors lived a strenuous farm- 
ing and herding life. They spoke a lan- 
guage short on abstractions, rich in 
physical metaphors. They embodied 
their religion in the hard and messy 
work of animal sacrifice. Their rituals 
for establishing a child’s identity, inde- 
pendent of its parents, could not be 
meaningful unless they were physical. 


They chose therefore, to physically 
dedicate the organ involved in creating 
future generations. Circumcision, 


(whether we practice it or not) sym- 


bolizes a truth that is as basic to us as 
to our ancestors: children do not belong 
to us. They have their own relationships 
from the very beginning to the world, 
the community, history and God. 


Pesach is the holiday of beginnings, of 
birth and of dedication, designed to 
educate children. The birth imagery of 
the story works seamlessly with the 
teaching function of the seder, and both 
reinforce the haftorah’s emphasis on 
dedicating our bodies and our minds, 
our children and our future, to our still 
uncompleted journey. 


of birth and death entwined. We hear 
the commandment to prepare a ritual 
meal in memory of our being driven 
from Egypt into the unknown. 


cTrereiaali Mina 


of the Jewish Community Endowment Fund 


We hear that no uncircumcised man can 
take part in that ritual meal. The haftorah 
tells how Joshua, forty years later, organ- 
ized a mass circumcision so the new gen- 
eration could celebrate Pesach before 
crossing into the promised land. Circumci- 
sion is connected with Pesach. 


This fund provides up to three scholarships annually to children 
of gay and/or lesbian parent(s) towards undergraduate, post- 
graduate or comparable degrees at accr edited institutions of 
higher learning and/or arts. Financial aid will be awarded on the 
basis of applicants' academic and/or artistic excellence to those 
who, for lack of resources, might otherwise be denied the chance 
to advance their education. 


Pesach is the holiday of birth. The people 
emerge from a narrow place through a 
bloody opening and begin a long uncertain 
journey. Birth, in Jewish tradition, leads 
quickly to circumcision, the covenant of 
blood that takes a baby boy away from his 
parents into an individual relationship with 
God. 


The Torah contains many rituals concern- 
ing birth, especially the birth of a first-born, 
“that which opens the womb.” A woman’s 
first child belonged to God, not to the 
woman, her husband or father. God, rep- 
resented by the priesthood, returned the 
children to their parents, ceremonially 
established as human beings in their own 


Application must be submitted no later than May 1, 2001. 
Contact Julia Levin at (415)751-6983, extension 107, or at 
ylevin@bjesf.org for criteria, eligibility, and application. 


Innovation in Jewish education since 1897 


Bureau of Jewish Education 


of San Francisco, the Peninsula, Marin and Sonoma Counties 
A beneficiary of the Jewish Community Federation 

639 14th Avenue San Francisco, CA 94118-3502 

tel (415) 751-6983 www.bjesf.org 


Earnings Devoted to Philanthropy 


SINAI MEMORIAL CHAPEL 


CHEVRA KADISHA 


JEWISH BOOKS GIFTS & ARTS 


(415) 921-3636 
(415) 472-3636 
(650) 212-3636 
(925) 284-3945 


San Francisco 1501 Divisadero St. 
Marin 


Peninsula 


Your Jewish Lifestyle Store 


3042 Claremont Avenue, (510) 655-1977 


Lafayette 


GENE B. KAUFMAN, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
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New Members 


The Membership Committee is pleased 
to announce that our congregation 
gained the following new members this 
month. A warm welcome to the most 
recent people to join our family: 


Oneg & Flower 
Sponsorship 


These generous people sponsored the Oneg 
Shabbat and/or flowers in recent weeks: 


2/23 Oneg by Judith Holiber and 


Kim Warsaw in loving memory 
of Caryl Holiber. 


2/24 Oneg by Emily Newfield in 
honor of Rachael Riley’s 
entrance into the covenant. 


3/2 Flowers by Laura Lowe in 
loving memory of Sara Lee 
Pintchuk. 


3/23 Flowers by James Carlson in 
memory of Richard Roginski. 


Classifieds 


NEED A HOME: 

CSZ Program Director and her two well 
behaved canine friends, Pablo and Spi- 
rit, need a home. Please contact Dahlia 
Gross at cszdahlia@yahoo.com or 
415/575-4961 with any leads. 


HOUSE FOR RENT 

JUNE 22 - JULY 20, 2001: 

Noe Valley with garage, large master 
bedroom, amenities, garden, near 24 and 
J-MUNI. Perfect for a couple or mature 
single; reduced rent for taking care of 
cat and plants. Contact simon@glin- 
sky.com or 415-648-0554 


HEBREW/TORAH 

TROPE INSTRUCTION. 

Private tutoring/groups. Over 100 satis- 
fied customers since 1999! Contact 
Kenny Altman at 415-379-9783, ken- 
nyaltman@kennyaltman.com. 


ALL THINGS MACINTOSH: 
Internet making you crazy? Mysterious 
freezes? Troubleshooter for hire! Improve 
Performance. Software Support/Tutor- 
ing/& More. References. Roslyn 
510/526-1209 


PSYCHOTHERAPY: 

Life transition, grief and loss, 
HIV/AIDS, substance use, mood disor- 
der, dot-com angst. Jody Reiss, LCSW 
(#LCS15289), 415-401-9482. 


3 CRACK, 2 BAM, FAN OF BRIDGE 
MIX? LOOKING TO START A MAH 
JONGG GROUP: Gay male CSZ 
member looking to learn how to play the 
game of Moms and Chinese Men. Never 
played before, but always wanted to learn 
the game. Looking for fun non kvetch- 
ing fags and dykes who think this is fun. 
I am a quick learner and have a vintage 
set and the new card. Please call Law- 
rence at 415/661-1260. helman@slip.net. 
May the tiles be with you. 


April Birthdays 
5 Heather Fox 


Eli Agre Baum 
Judy Macks 
Gordon Osser 
Anya Prussin 
Robert Schwartz 


Anna Katz 


Eli Barnes 
Emily Newfield 


Caryn Aviv 
Sydney Klayman 
Liam Klayman 
Johanna Klayman 
Nan Wiener 


Dev Felder Noily 


Bonnie Kates 
Avidan Novogrodsy-Godt 


Lyssa Friedman 
Marjorie Hilsenrad 
Jacob Rothman 


Peter Barnes 
Susan Borowitz 
Robert Gordon 
Jeanette Nichols 


Diana Buchbinder 
Eva Konigsberg 
Leslie Tick 


Don Fischer 


Martin Spector 


Helen Cohen 
Gregg Drinkwater 
Aaron Nacamulli 


Lisa Szer 


Sara Haber 
Eli Weinstein 


Joyce Garay 
Karen Schiller 


Brian Ellis 


Sarah Comerchero 
Andre Fournier 


27 Tory Weiser 
Lynn Eden 


Hank Machtay 
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Ziggy Gimnicher 
Don Fischer 


We are happy to see our congregation 
grow. It is up to all of us to help our new 
members feel welcome as they become 
active participants in our community. 


Naches 


To Sue Bojdak and Deb Yates, on the 
birth of Itai Samuel Bojdak-Yates. 


To Michael Schwartz, on passing his 
Psy.D. oral proposal. 


To Leslie Kane, on her new position as 
Executive Director of the Holocaust 
Center of Northern California. 


To Stephen Hauptman, on his new po- 
sition as Director of Facilities and Safety 
at Oracle. 


To Ali Cannon, on her recent produc- 
tion of Chutzpah: Homeland, A Queer 
Jewish Show which recently ran at Lu- 
na Sea Theater. 


To Rose Mallia, on her entrance into 
the covenant. 


April Anntbersartes 


4 Lucy Bernholz 
and Paula Fleisher 


10 Carolyn Pines 
and Judy Schwartz 


21 Rena Frantz and 
Ora Prochovnick 


Barbara Leff and 
Arlene Singer 


Condolences 


Phyllis and George Mintzer on the 
death of their cousin, Zelda Wasserman. 


Michael Chertok on the death of his 
grandmother, Regina Broudy. 


Dan Bellm on the death of his friend, 
Herman Liveright. 


New to CSZ? Haven’t been in a synagogue in a while? 
Exploring Judaism? Whatever the reason, you may be 
unfamiliar with Hebrew terms commonly used at CSZ 


mdy (aliyah) - to go up; 
1) as in being invited to recite 
the blessings before and after 
the Torah is read; 
2) or when one moves to Israel 


MVEBY (amidab) - 
silent standing prayer 
AFD IS (auf ruf) - 
ceremony held for a couple 
prior to marriage (Yiddish) 
pin 1D°S (bikkur cholim) - 
visiting the ill 
Mia’ (bimah) - stage; 
the raised platform from which 
ritual leaders conduct services 


MSS 33 (b’nai mitzvah) - 
collective noun for bar (son) 
and bat (daughter) mitzvah 
(commandment) 


PAWS (beshert) - 
significant other 


mF 23 (devar torah) - 
words of Torah; commentary 
on the weekly Torah portion 


PWR WT or rishon) - 
first generation; social group 
for CSZ men over 40 


="1Y (erev) - evening 


octon mid3 (gemilut chasa- 
dim) - acts of loving kindness 


m>"30 (bavdalah) - 
ritual performed Saturday night 
after three stars appear in the sky 
marking the end of Shabbat and 
welcoming the new week 


naw n>3> (kabbalat shabbat) - 
receiving or welcoming the 
Sabbath 


wep (kaddish) - 
prayer recited in memory of 
someone who has died 


Ma" (kadimabh) - 
forward; CSZ religious school 
5” -nwiip non (kebila 
kedosha) - holy community 
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WIT) (Riddush) - 
blessing over wine 


MB’ (kippab) - 


head covering; yarmulke 


ssny> (la’atid) - 
toward the future; CSZ group for 
young and young at heart 


=i (ma ariv) - evening service 


“WHS (machzor) - 
High Holiday prayerbook 


pa} Sts (mazel tov) - good luck; 
used to mean congratulations 


MMs (minchah) - 
afternoon service 


ania (minbag) - custom 
MMW (mishpachah) - family 


MiSs (mitzvah) - 
commandment; also used to 
refer to a good deed 


NS (motzi) - 
blessing over bread 


FID (musaf) - additional service 
BM (naches) - pride (Yiddish) 


Ad1Y (oneg) - joy; the social hour 
following Shabbat services 


poy mwy (oseb shalom) - 
maker of peace; song sung to 
end services and meetings 


Dreaming of Property 


Buying your first home? ¢ Buying commercial or investment property? 
Buying a second vacation home? Refinancing residential or commercial property? 


and many other synagogues and Jewish institutions. 
We thus offer the following list as a guide. (Please let 
us know if you'd like us to add any words.) 


MwA2 (parashab) - 
weekly Torah portion 
(plural: parashot) 


Mawr WS" (Rosh Hashanah) - 
literally head of the year; 
Jewish New Year 


amt Ww (Sha’ar Zahav) - 
Golden Gate 


poy Paw (Shabbat Shalom) - 
Sabbath peace 


Pesnw (shacharit) - 
morning service 


nsw (shechinah) - 
in-dwelling presence of God; 
God’s feminine essence 


mSiw (Shoah) - the Holocaust 

“WD (siddur) - prayerbook 

m5w (callit/tallis) - prayer shawl 

pbwy npn (tikkun olam) - 
repair of the world 


Ma mh (todah rabab) - 
thank you very much 


MP1s (tzedakah) - 
righteous act; mitzvah of giving 
IY (va’ad) - board 
O'S AN’ (vabrzeit) - 
anniversary of a death (Yiddish) 


MS Ww Gishar koach) - 
Your strength will be pleasing 
BS 81 (vom kippur) - 
Day of Atonement 


Find the right property for you. 


Zephyr Real Estate 
415.552.9500 ext. 122 


Arrange Financing 
Pacific Guarantee Mortgage 
415.865.0777 ot 415.252.4216 


Percentage of all commissions to CSZ 


